
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Shrikant Jategaonkar 

Department: Economics and Finance 

Email Address: sjatega@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-5792 

Campus Mail Box:  

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to one additional unfunded student. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Majority work on the internet. Some analysis on the department computer. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Economics, Accounting, Management, Mathematics, Statistics 

 

 



 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

Spin-offs and reverse splits are important corporate events. These events can have significant impact on 

a company's ownership structure or stock price. As a result, spin-offs and reverse splits are of interest to 

investors and researchers. In rare cases, companies will do spin-offs and reverse splits simultaneously. In 

this project, I would like to explore the reasons behind undertaking these simultaneously, examine the 

stock price reaction, and check if an investor can use that information as an investment strategy. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

   1. Assist in data collection to check how many companies have does spin-offs and reverse splits 

simultaneously. 

   2. Find news articles related to the actual spin-offs and reverse splits. 

   3. Research company press releases and forms submitted to SEC to understand the motives behind 

undertaking the events. 

   4. Assist in analyzing descriptive statistics of the sample firms 

   5. Assist in literature review 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

  1. Students will learn about two important corporate events: spin-offs and reverse splits. These topics 

are mentioned in few finance courses, but are not really covered in-depth. Students working on this 

project will have the opportunity to really understand why firms undertake spin-offs and reverse splits. 

   2. During researching the topics, students will also come across other related events such as forward 

splits and will get the opportunity to understand the differences between forward and reverse splits. 

   3.Students will learn how to search for and access company press releases and forms US public 

corporations file with SEC. 

   4. From these articles, students will learn how to find data relevant to the research question. 

   5. Students will also learn how to find academic articles and do basic literature review. 

   6. Students will also get the experience to use real world stock data and other financial data for 

companies. 

   7. Students can improve on their Excel skills or learn new programming skills while analyzing the 

descriptive data. 

 

Requirements of Students 



If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

   I would like to know the list of finance, economics and other business courses the student has 

successfully completed. 

   I am flexible on the weekly work schedule. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

n/a 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

   MS 251 or equivalent. 

   Preferably FIN 320 with a minimum grade of C. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

n/a 


